ACE 
625 
625 
625 
626 
626 
626 
626 
626 
627 
1627 
6.28 
6.28 
9628 
9628 
628 
5628 
628 
5628 


INFORMATION LETTER 


NATIONAL CANNERS ASSOCIATION 
No. 714 Washington, D. C. October 1, 1938 


TRADE ASSOCIATION SURVEY 


Commerce Department Sends Out Questionnaires 
on Nature and Scope of Activities 


Questionnaires, designed to provide information on which 
a report to the Temporary National Economic Committee 
(Monopoly Committee) will be based concerning the scope 
and activities of the national trade associations, were mailed 
Monday. The schedule or questionnaire was prepared by the 
Trade Association Division of the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce. According to the Department of Com- 
merce all interested government agencies cooperated in the 
drafting of the questions, 

The schedule is divided into six parts, part one dealing 
with the management and affiliations of each association. 
Part two includes questions on the officers and composition 
of the membership. Part three consists largely of a check 
list designed to determine the scope of the association's work 
and the phases of the work receiving particular emphasis. 
Part four requests information regarding the personnel of 
the association and outside organizations employed to handle 
special duties. Part five calls for income and balance sheet 
data and details concerning dues and assessments. Part six 
concludes the schedule with a series of questions which will 
enable each trade association executive to elaborate on such 
points as the significant contributions of his association to 
his industry and important contributions which he feels his 
association can make in the future. The schedule calls for 
copies of the constitution and by-laws, publications, annual 
reports, and membership list. 

Trade association executives are told in the general in- 
structions that the survey is to be limited to national and 
interstate associations and does not cover State and local 
ones except as these State and local associations have an 
interstate or national influence. 


TOMATO RESEARCH STUDIES 


Experimental Stations Work on Breeding and 
Variety Improvement Problems 


Continuing efforts of the Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tions to overcome some of the production problems faced 
each year by growers and canners of tomatoes were reviewed 
during recent conferences with research workers by the di- 
rector of the Association’s Raw Products Bureau. 

Plant breeding for varieties of better inherent qualities 
and for resistance to plant diseases has for its major purpose 
hot an inerease in total production but rather improvement 
in production efficiency through lower costs of growing, 
higher unit yields and a raw product of better quality. 

The following field notes discuss experimental work on 
tomato improvement in only a few of the States where such 


work is in progress. Comparable work is under way on 
similar or related projects in all or most of the States where 
the growing of tomatoes for manufacture is important. 


Tomato Defoliation Diseases and Wilt (Purdue Experiment 
Station ).—The reasons and the remedies are being sought for 
defoliating diseases of tomatoes that so greatly reduce the 
quality and yield. Such diseases, particularly early blight 
and septoria, caused heavy losses this year in most if not 
all the canning regions of the Middle West and East. In 
Indiana Messrs. Gaylord, Hartman and Stair are continuing 
breeding and selection for improvement of the Indiana Bal- 
timore and are also working toward the production of strains 
adapted to Indiana and resistant to fusarium wilt. Available 
varieties supposed to be wilt resistant are being tested and 
compared in field plots where the soil is thoroughly “wilt- 
sick”, and selections are being made for improvement in 
earliness and type of a number of strains that show outstand- 
ing resistance. Mr. Wright is giving special attention to 
the possibility of breeding tomatoes resistant to septoria, one 
of the principal disease organisms causing defoliation. A 
comprehensive collection of breeding material, including 
large numbers of recent accessions from South America, are 
under test for septoria resistance, the plants being subjected 
to the disease by spraying with spore suspensions of the 
organism, 

Tomato Breeding (Illinois Experiment Station).—Mr. 
Huelsen is continuing his breeding program to originate varie- 
ties better adapted to Illinois conditions than those now avail- 
able. His work has already resulted in introduction of Early 
Baltimore, Illinois Baltimore, Pride and Prairiana, some of 
which are proving of value in other regions than Illinois. 


Direct Seeding of Tomatoes.—At the Experiment Stations 
both in Illinois and Indiana experiments are in progress to 
compare the yield, earliness and vigor of tomato plants, the 
seed of which is sown directly in the field and those grown 
in the conventional way in hot beds or cold frames. In 
early September the direct seeded plants seemed distinctly 
more vigorous and more free from disease although the 
harvest season was not finished and comparative yields not 
yet available. 


Tomato Disease Study and Variety Comparisons (Wiscon- 
sin Experiment Station).—In the Racine-Kenosha section Dr. 
Whipple has extensive experiments on control of diseases 
by spraying. A number of fungicides are being compared 
and varieties are being carefully studied for evidence of 
special resistance or susceptibility. The disease control ex- 
periments are a part of a breeding program to develop im- 
proved varieties for Wisconsin. Mr. Coombs has tomato 
variety tests in the same sections where some 15 or 20 varie- 
ties of interest to canners are being compared for yield, season 
and adaptation to use in Wisconsin. 


Nutrients in Tomato Transplanting Water.-At the Purdue 
Station Dr. Hartman and his associates and at the New York 
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Experiment Station at Geneva, Mr. Sayre and his associates, 
are studying the effect on yield and earliness of using a 
special nutrient solution instead of water alone when tomatoes 
are set in the field with a transplanter. This practice was also 
given a large scale test by an eastern canning company whose 
research department was chiefly responsible for developing 
a suitable and practical formula. 

Tomato Disease Control (New York Experiment Station 
at Geneva) .—Dr. Horsfall has reopened the whole problem 
of field application of fungicides, either in spray or dust 
form, to tomatoes grown for canning. With a new approach 
to the problem based on new knowledge concerning the 
method of spread of one of the principal defoliation diseases 
some remarkable increases in yield and especially in per- 
centage of No. 1 grade have been secured both experimentally 
and by a few growers who have used the method this season. 


British Tomato Juice Imports Drop 


Arrivals of canned tomato juice at the principal British 
ports during the 4 weeks ended August 27, 1938, amounted to 
928 cases, compared with 7,057 cases for the preceding 4 
weeks, and 6,349 for the 4 weeks ended August 28, 1937, 
according to the Imperial Economic Committee at London. 
Imports of tomato juice during first 8 months of 1938 totaled 
30,596 cases, of which Canada supplied 17,311, the U. S. 
11,320, and other countries 1,965. 


Ecuador Trade Agreement Proclaimed 


Proclaimed by the President of the United States and the 
Supreme Chief of Ecuador on September 23, the reciprocal 
trade agreement between the two countries, signed August 6, 


is to go into effect 30 days after proclamation. In addition 
to tariff concessions by each country on items noted in In. 
FORMATION Letrer No, 707, August 15, 1938, the 50 per cent 
reduction by the U. S. in rate of duty on naranjilla juice 
will interest canners of fruit and vegetable juices. 

Naranjilla (Solanum quitoense lam) juice is described 
as resembling a citrus fruit juice, and is said to be similar 
in taste to lime juice. The rate of duty is reduced by the 
U. S. from 70 cents to 35 cents per gallon. 


1937 Tin Plate Production 


Production of tin plate in 1937, according to preliminary 
figures compiled by the Census Bureau, amounted to 5,433,- 
508,428 pounds valued at $254,389,941, as compared with 
3,789,159,497 pounds valued at $175,730,008 in 1935, an in- 
crease of 43.4 per cent in quantity and 44.8 per cent in value. 
As compared with 1933, the 1937 output showed an increase 
of 44.3 per cent in quantity and 78.6 in value. Of the 1937 
production 5,382,573,290 pounds valued at $251,621,374 were 
coke plate and 50,935,138 pounds valued at $2,768,567 were 
charcoal plate. 


Philippine Canned Fish Imports Continue Small 


Imports of canned fish into the Philippine Islands during 
August, 1938, continued small, according to the office of the 
American trade commissioner at Manila. Stocks are low and 
the demand is seasonally quiet. Local prices continued steady 
at $3.70 to $3.80 for the American oval pack, and at about 
$3.00 for pilchards packed in round tins without sauce. 
The trade expected some arrivals of American sardines from 
the new pack before the end of September. 


UNSOLD STOCKS OF CANNED SALMON 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on September 15, 1938, totalled 3,898,219 cases as compared with 3,931,495 cases on 
September 30, 1937, according to statistics compiled by the Association of Pacific Fisheries. Figures given for September 
15, 1938, are based on reports from 78 companies producing an estimated 98 per cent of the 1938 pack. The statistics for 
September 30, 1937, were based on reports from 90 companies producing an estimated 96 per cent of the 1937 pack. How- 
ever, the association called attention to the fact that in both 1937 and 1938 neither the complete pack of individual com- 
panies reporting nor the total pack was definitely known inasmuch as packing still was going on in certain localities. The 
following table gives details regarding stocks of different grades and varieties, and a comparison of stocks on comparable 


dates in 1937 and 1938: 


Grades or Varieties 
Chinooks or Kings: 


Puget Sound Sockeyes 
Alaska Reds 


Total Total 


33,723 
11,666 
1,040 
174 


68, 
38, 
4, 
17, 
3, 


163 
184 
855 
B14 
558 
999 
426 
202 


192, 3,898,219 


|| 
( 
( 
( 
( 
Talls Flats Halves Sept. 15, Sept. 30, 
(1 Pound) (1 Pound) (8 Dozen) 1988 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
53,461 1,954,901 1,193,742 
Cohoes, Silvera, Medium Reds,..... 117,779 2,165 134,799 48,130 
85,376 3,931,495 
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CANNED FOOD EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 


Exports of canned meats, vegetables, and fish increased in August, 1938, as compared with August, 1937, while 
exports of milk and fruits decreased. Comparing exports of the first 8 months of 1938 with same period for 1937, total 
exports for all groups except condensed milk showed decreases. Imports of most vegetables during first 8 months of 
1938 were larger than in same period of 1937. The following table, compiled from records of the Department of Com- 


merce, furnishes figures for the month of August, and the first 8 months of 1938 as compared with 1937: 


Exports 
Canned meats, total. . . 853 ,996 
Beef, corned, roast, 
i ied, hash, ham- 
55,045 
143,815 
0, 
Gua” 123 , 738 
Canned vegetables,total 3,190,612 
Asparagus.......... 
Baked beans 
pork and beans. . 274,695 
787,490 
263 , 428 
Tomatoes.......... 203 
Tomato 81,077 
Tomato juice....... 183 ,407 
251,430 
Condensed milk... ... . 740,901 
Evaporated milk. ..... 2,264,748 
Canned fruits, total... 28,935,455 
Apples and 
Berries, other....... 62,132 
391,128 
Fruits for salad... .. 3,484,451 
Grapefruit.......... 634, 
Loganberries........ 52,489 
10,618 ,686 
3,352,082 
Pineapple.......... 5,077,744 
126 ,617 
283 936 
Canned fish, total... .. 
Shellfish, other...... 32,034 
82,470 
Imports 
Canned beef.......... 6,841,956 
Condensed and evap- 
orated milk....... 105 ,844 
Canned fish in oil: 


Anchovies.......... 
374,374 
60,917 
Canned shellfish: 
Crab meat......... 1,323,209 
Clams and oysters... 67,678 
55,781 
Other canned fish... .. 696 , 662 
Canned vegetables: 
Peas EE 41 ,713 
Mushrooms...... 89,314 
Tomatoes pas 1,343 064 
emato te 
628, 
17,328 


2,225,061 
nds, 
8,995 ,089 


August, 1937 Jan.-Aug, 1937 
Pounds Pounds Value 


9,605 ,027 $ 2,795,578 
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J 1938 
an,-Aug 
8,854,563 $ 3,027,237 


341,274 
1,041,802 
, 754,359 


3288 
- 


258 | 


3g 


z 


5, 860 , 867 
140,812 


7,894 , 606 
8,270,504 
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$273,189 980,764 $ 312,179 
11,635 74,259 13,971 117,669 83, 758 
57,694 78,422 28.114 475,332 372,474 
144,251 651.513 228,584 1,671,072 2,155,517 
7 36, 104 93,067 27,535 300 , 386 228, 442 
23,505 83 503 13,975 231.119 187,046 
324041 3,698,933 340,282 3,047,124 2,228,214 
153,282 1.214.924 167,028 1,831,531 1,090, 742 
13,506 481,724 21,340 155,336 
11,985 170,391 11,214 101,230 
62,339 781,523 59.688 219.428 
25/132 265,111 24,754 199 896 
14,107 127,241 6,451 48 040 
7,020 106,321 7,147 57,007 
11,875 171,115 10,844 134,045 
24'795 380,583 31,816 222, 490 
94, 162 80,273 91810 506,272 
168.652 1,922,232 130,999 1,048 ,997 
| 2,426,203 25,408,772 1,847,171 12,049,952 
29,838 902,731 39,019 296,778 
334.545 5,968 1,376,376 
10,520 76,751 
d 37.931 1,068 043 257,981 
y 393,074 4,150 266,888 
42,485 | 746 682 
4,515 1,297 101,055 249,505 
831088 6.287 382 | 232 2,127,240 
n 233/200 2.463 174.250 406,449 
473,826 2, 707,118 
11,244 56 , 838 
23.847 182,346 
665.553 6,051,440 
353 3.678, 180 
274,802 1,388, 766 
20'825 577,941 
7,536 25,908 5,476 205 367 
~ 9.386 226,630 24,569 201,186 
717,812 5,398,324 550,033 59,906,902 6,130,566 5,510, 760 
5,226 24,255 1,705 1,119,241 49,676 356,025 28 598 
837,032 «258,916 2,547,131 351,088 20,054,651 2,663,999 12,682,477 1,884,349 
39.178 146.675 60,763 1,570,781 578.406 1.356.575 609,603 
71.494 672.928 127,628 9,903,777 1,816,243 5,067,490 843,892 
16,016 36,309 9'679 (588.246 (160,517 397,325 105,217 
496,805 1,063,310 403,977 8,983,349 2,907,284 5,528,707 1,985,126 
83 15, 36,020 9269 688,320 123/719 | 437,178 90, 193 
7 35, 46,144 21'432 577.082 282,492 445,476 201,423 
9 65, 1,228,414 107.794 12,945,578 1,039,105 8,595,179 772,769 
38 
19 4, 20,721 1,986 221,362 19,503 285,579 24,618 
42 23, 45,398 10.655 528,280 157,951 547,236 132,175 
30 59, 1,443,004 58.807 28,240,761 1,130,996 30,696,101 1,263,516 
24 
17 54, 677,975 41,162 6,116,473 446,599 P| 387,514 
o4 1, 3.935 283 124,556 7,821 8,441 
‘38 pine apple, duti- 
1,579,525 107,202 11,629,906 600,304 461,219 
7,305,460 376,563 15,732,083 = 717, 164 425, 406 
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John Phillip Street Passes Away 


John Phillip Street, who has been secretary of the As- 
sociation of New York State Canners since 1922, died Sep- 
tember 22 at Rochester, N. Y. Mr. Street began his work as 
chemist with the New Jersey Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion, then became director of the laboratory of the Connec- 
ticut Agricultural Experiment Station, where he served from 
1907 to 1917. During part of that time he was member of the 
Joint Committee on Definitions and Standards of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. During the war he held the 
rank of major and served with the American Expeditionary 
Forces from 1917 to 1919, 

After the war he was director of inspection in Indiana for 
the National Canners Association until 1922. He left this 
position to become secretary of the New York association. 
His home was at 154 Harvard street, Rochester. 

His services to the canning industry were generally recog- 
nized, and his genial personality and open-hearted manner 
made him a host of friends by whom he will be sadly missed. 


Recent FSCC Purchases of Surpluses 


Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation bought and re- 
leased for distribution during two weeks ending September 
21, the following: 350,000 bushels of various fresh vegetables, 
16,000 bunches of celery, 2,000 crates of cauliflower, 121,000 
boxes of oranges, 460 bushels of fresh peaches, 90,000 boxes 
of Bartlett pears, 10,000 bushels of fresh prunes, 6,800 cases 
of grapefruit juice, 1,233,000 pounds of dried peaches, 80,000 
cases of canned blackberries, 12,000 bushels of white potatoes, 
1,040,000 quarts of fluid milk, 2,680,000 pounds of butter, 
and 320,000 pounds of dry skim milk. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as R ted by the Bureau of Agricultural 
of Agriculture 


Week ending Season total to—- 
t. 24 Sept. t. 24 t. 24 
VEGETABLES 937 938 937 938 
Beans, snap and lima 20 8,118 8,119 
‘Tomatoes 734 638 
Green 137 


Spinach............ 3 
Others: 


1,859 127,069 120,910 
99 159 292 


Fauits 
. 1,420 2,139 
6 


133,433 173,310 
Others, . 5,373 4,476 


310 181 
51,475 50,611 


British Canned Fruit Imports for August 


Arrivals of canned fruit at principal ports in the United 
Kingdom in the four weeks ended August 27, totaling 
735,790 cases, were nearly 9,000 cases heavier than in the 
four preceding weeks, the Imperial Economic Committee at 
London reported. There was a large reduction in arrivals 
of pineapple and grapefruit, but this was more than offset 


by increased quantities of apricots, peaches, fruit salad, and 
oranges. 

As compared with the corresponding period of 1937, 
arrivals were 15 per cent heavier, mainly owing to larger 
receipts of apples, peaches, grapefruit and oranges. Pine- 
apple, cherries, and apricots were received in greatly re- 
duced quantities. 

During first 7 months of 1938, imports of canned apricots, 
peaches, and pears were larger, but imports of pineapple 
were smaller than during the first 7 months of 1937. Im. 
ports of apricots and pears this year were larger also than 
during first 7 months of 1936. The following table, in which 
figures are given in hundredweights of 112 pounds, gives 
comparisons of imports of four fruit items: 

through Jul 


1937 fose 
cut, cut, 


128,499 70,616 
464,924 317,325 371,049 
453,556 454,593 458,109 
712,100 §=638,194 609,364 


Total imports of other canned fruit items into the United 
Kingdom during first 7 months of 1938, with figures for 
first 7 months of 1937 in parentheses, were as follows: fruit 
salad 136,145 (156,079), grapefruit 248,958 (217,667), 
currants and berries 11,707 (16,087), plums 675 (1,841), 
apples 24,333 (31,873), stoned cherries 435 (1,400), oranges 
209,352 (1937 not shown), and “other sorts” 29,883 (208, 
394). 


Advertising Material Available for Trade Event 


Elaborate assortment of advertising material is available 
to all who desire to take part in the nation-wide demonstra- 
tion of National Retail Grocers Week, October 10-15, the 
National Association of Retail Grocers has announced. These 
materials may be obtained through the grocers association's 
office at 360 North Michigan Ave., Chicago. Grocers are 
urged to supplement the official program with local special 
activity. 


National Fish Week to Aid Industry 


National Fish Week, October 6-9, is designed as a nation- 
wide effort to give economic assistance to the American com- 
mercial fishery industry. 


CONTENTS 


Trade association survey 

Tomato research studies 

British tomato juice imports dro 

Ecuador trade agreement proclaimed 

1937 tin plate production 

tae ine canned fish imports continue small 
stocks of canned salmon. . 
Canned food exports and imports 

John Phillip Street passes away 

Recent FSCC purchases of surpluses 

Fruit and vegetable market competition 
British canned fruit imports for August 
Advertising material available for trade event 
National fish week to aid industry ....._.. 


5632 
( 
‘ 
( 
( 
s 
— 
Domestic, compet- | 
2,181 
m ts, compet- — : 
ing indirectly... 92 
‘ 
| 
| 


